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Week XI Group Class 

Today’s Class: 

I. Review 
a. Setup 
b. Floor Exercises 
c. The Monkey Song 
d. Hopping between strings 
e. The A Major Scale 
f. Twinkle 
 

II. The steps to learning a piece 
a. Step 1: Learn the piece (Internalizing) 

i. Listening – Actively listen to recordings of the piece and focus on the notes, tone, 
bowings, and rhythm.  Break the piece into smaller sections and think about 
whether notes go up, down, or stay the same. 

ii. Singing – Sing the piece with the recording until you can sing it by yourself.  If you 
sing everything correctly, the recording will “disappear!” 

iii. Reading – When we start reading music, this becomes an important part in 
learning the piece.  Reading provides vital information about tricky notes, 
bowings, articulations; plus, composers love putting extra details in the score. 

b. Step 2: Find the notes (Memorizing) 
i. Using the ‘recording’ in your mind, match the tune you know with your 

instrument. 
ii. In this step, it is very helpful to know the key of the piece or the finger patterns to 

use on each string!  For all of the pieces in Book 1 until Etude, we will be using 
only A Major finger patterns. 

iii. This step will not sound incredibly musical and may be frustrating at times.  Be 
patient and celebrate each new section you find on your instrument! 

c. Step 3: Practicing 
i. Practicing is teaching your body the proper motions.  It’s all about finding errors, 

making it sound better, and, eventually, playing faster. 
ii. Practice is detail work.  Focus on fixing things that don’t sound right and try to 

improve them each day. 
iii. There are tons of great strategies to make you a better player- and make things 

like repetition or technique a fun thing to work on. 
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d. Step 4: Polishing 
i. When all the notes are solid, and practice has fixed the mistakes, we are ready to 

prepare the piece for performance. 
ii. If a technical problem happens on a polish piece, we need to take a step back and 

practice the spot carefully.  Don’t just assume it was a one-time mistake and keep 
going! 

iii. Polishing is playing through the whole piece as review or to become comfortable 
when performing.  Our goal through all of the Suzuki Method is for every piece to 
become a polish piece! 
 

III. Fiddle Tune!  Bile ‘em Cabbage Down 
 

IV. Practice this week 
a. Please do not forget to review!  Encourage good practice habits by focusing on review 

from the beginning; playing Twinkle should be a reward! 
b. Continue practicing last week’s assignments, but add our fiddle tune! 

 

Questions? Please feel free to send me an email or text message anytime! 

Happy practicing! 


