
Drew Robertson Music Studio 
drewrobertsonmusic.com 

drewrobertsonmusic@gmail.com 
(616)443-2573 

Week XII Group Class 

Today’s Class: 

I. Review 
a. Setup 
b. A String Twinkle 
c. The Monkey Song 
d. The A Major Scale 
e. Call & Response Twinkle 
f. Unison Twinkle 
g. Bile ‘em Cabbage Down 
 

II. From Practice to Mastery 
a. Remember, “Don’t practice until you get it right.  Practice until you can’t get it wrong.” 
b. The polishing stage is essential because it allows us to repeat complete pieces in 

anticipation of performance.  This is very different than finding notes or practicing, where 
stopping and fixing mistakes are encouraged. 

c. Sometimes we need to jump back to practicing if something is not working.  This is okay!  
Just be certain to tell your child when you need to practice something vs. polishing it! 

i. Practicing is fixing mistakes and making musical decisions 
ii. Polishing is playing through pieces for review or performance 

d. When in the polishing stage, we need to play through mistakes.  As parents, this can be 
very challenging because we want everything to be perfect! 

III. What should the polishing stage look like? 
a. Playing complete piece from start to finish. 
b. Only providing comments and corrections before starting or after the full performance. 
c. Focusing on the whole piece, not just little details. 
d. As parents, it is essential that you are an active listener in the polishing stage.  Be attentive, 

make eye contact, and applaud at the end of the performance. 
e. Polishing is the way we make the uncomfortable act of performing into something that is 

supportive, satisfying, and fun. 
IV. Preparing for Performance – Fun Strategies 

a. Performing is incredibly stressful and it is not uncommon for first performances to be 
completely unpredictable.  In order to make the actual performance as comfortable as 
possible, we need to make our preparations unpredictable sometimes! 

b. The Toy Audience – assemble a collection of stuffed animals, dolls, or other favorite toys 
into an audience.  Play a concert for them! 

c. Random Order – use cards, dice, a spinner, or other random number generator to 
determine the concert order. 

d. Distractions – When memory and basic technique are not an issue, ask your child to 
perform without stopping for anything.  As they play, mess with their hair, make silly faces, 
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bump their shoulders, sing another song, play a ringtone on your cellphone, or have a 
loud and distracting conversation.  These distractions really happen in performance; it’s 
essential to be able to play through them!  Provide tons of encouragement when they 
make it through the whole piece! 

e. Home Acoustics Tour – Play a concert in every room in your house!  Decide what room 
sounds the best.  Don’t be afraid to try concerts in the basement, closets, the deck, or the 
bathroom.  Often, a tiled bathroom sounds the best! 

f. Flamingo-Style – Ask your child to perform the concert standing on their left leg!  This 
adds the complexity of balance to the performance and can be quite a challenge! 

g. The 2 AM recital – Unpack your child’s instrument and set it in your practice space.  
Wake them up unusually early for something super important. Rush them to the practice 
space for an “emergency recital.”  This is a great way to see where the baseline level of 
performance is for your student and is a fun way to get the heart rate up and start the 
day!  Note: this does not need to take place at 2 AM! 

V. This week’s practice 
a. Divide your practice time in two parts: practice and polishing.  Be very clear to your child 

and to yourself which type of work you are doing! 
b. When practicing, focus on fixing problems like setup, bowing, tone quality, and 

intonation.  Feel free to repeat sections, move their position, pause and adjust things, or 
comment while they are playing.  Practicing should be done in close proximity; within 
arm’s reach of your child. 

c. When polishing, listen to the complete performance without stopping for anything.  Sit a 
few feet back so they feel more independent.  Do not provide any feedback while they 
are playing- just smile and be supportive.  Even if they make a mistake, try not to jump in 
and ‘rescue’ them- let them work through it! 

d. Regardless what happens, provide encouragement.  If something obviously went wrong, 
feel free to comment to the effect of, “can you play it again, but with a higher 2nd finger?” 

e. When polishing, feel free to use all the recordings!  Play along with all the teacher 
examples and match the tone, tempo, and intonation of the piece.  If something does not 
line up with the recording, ask your child why it did not work. 

 

 

Questions? Please feel free to send me an email or text message anytime! 

Happy practicing! 


