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Course Syllabus 
Royal Conservatory Music History I: An Overview 

 
I. Course Description 

Music history is an exciting adventure exploring music from prehistory 
to contemporary.  The course is presented as a class discussion, with online 
resources, object lessons, stories, and musical demonstrations each week.  
Students not only learn all the material required for success on the Royal 
Conservatory music history exam, they discover connections between the 
history of music and their school subjects.  This course is an incredible big-
picture view of history through the lens of music. 

 
II. Course Objectives 

a. Students will demonstrate a basic knowledge of significant composers, 
performers, and works in the Western musical tradition. 

b. Students will articulate an understanding of stylistic trends in music through 
aural recognition. 

c. Students will understand and describe the development of instruments 
and ensembles through primary historical periods. 

d. Students will analyze monumental works and evaluate the political, cultural, 
and social environments surrounding them. 

e. Students will develop an appreciation for music from a variety of styles and 
cultures and an understanding of the historical origins of contemporary 
music. 
 

III. Required Materials 
i. Home access to a listening device with Internet access 

ii. Music History: An Introduction, 2016 or Celebrate History, 2017 
Edition 

iii. Folder or binder for handouts 
 

IV. Assessment 
a. Homework - Music History is a fun and enriching course, but there are 

small assignments given to help everyone understand the material and best 
prepare for success on the final exam.  If students want to succeed in the 
course, enjoy it fully, and hope for high marks on the exam, homework 
completion is highly recommended.  The teacher will grade each 
assignment and provide feedback and corrections, but there will be no 
formal grades given, only qualitative corrections and encouragement. 
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b. Quizzes and practice tests – Throughout the year, small quizzes and 

practice test segments from previous test years will be given to students.  
Students are encouraged to prepare for these assessments, as they will 
provide excellent preparation for the final RCMDP exam.  For in-class 
assessments, numerical grades will be provided, but the teacher will not 
track or average results for an overall letter or numerical grade.  As with 
homework, corrections are provided to enhance understanding and help 
students increase their fluency, comfort, and enjoyment of the material. 

c. RCMDP Exam – During the fourth quarter, students are encouraged to 
pursue the Royal Conservatory exam for music history.  A full practice exam 
will be provided to students in the class to prepare for the final.  It is not a 
course requirement to take the exam, but the Royal Conservatory provides 
a certificate of achievement to students who earn passing marks on the 
exam.  Successful completion of the course exam is an excellent asset to a 
student’s resume, college application, and, for some schools, qualifies as 
exemption from a collegiate-level course. 
 

V. Logistics 
a. Meeting time: The class will meet on Thursdays at 6:30 PM.  There are 

two ways to attend: 
i. Attend in-person at the studio: 

 
Drew Robertson Music Studio 
9137 Manassas Drive 
Manassas Park, VA 20111 
 

ii. Attend via Skype and Google Classroom: 
 
After enrolling in the course, you will receive a link to access the 
course page through Google Classroom and participate in classes 
via video call. 
 

b. The cost of the course is $150 per semester. 
 

If you have any questions or are interested in joining the course, please send an 
email to drewrobertsonmusic@gmail.com 

 
Thank you for your interest in music history! 
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