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A Vision for Achievement 

Suzuki Parent Education Week I 

 

I. Why do we pursue violin lessons? 

To try something new; because the child requested it; family tradition; had a violin already; curious; heard 
good things about Suzuki Method; love the instrument; enjoy listening to classical music; desire to build 
confidence, discipline, and skills; sense of achievement; accolades, awards, scholarships, etc.; community- 
youth orchestras, chamber music, festivals, etc.; just for fun. 

II. What does an excellent violin lesson look like? 

For Parents For Students 
See child develop musically and personally 

Observing new things in their child 
Unlocking a greater appreciation for music 

Clear plan for how to practice 
Affirmation and encouragement from teacher 

Witness forward progress 
Celebrate achievements with child 

Learn tools for effective home practice 
Empowerment and self-confidence 

Seeing their child happy! 

Exciting 
Feeling of accomplishment 

Clear plan for how to practice 
Increases confidence 

Making beautiful sound 
Making teacher & parent happy 

Challenges at their level 
Positive feedback and encouragement 

Increase self-confidence and independence 

III. What is your long-term vision? 
a. Character development and happiness 

See quotes on next page! 
 

b. Building skills for life 
The violin is not just a musical instrument.  It is a tool to teach us how to love learning. 
 

c. Developing friendships and connections 
 
 

d. Lifelong appreciation of music 
 
 

e. Accolades, scholarships, and placements 
 
 

f. Milestones and performance achievements 
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IV. Notable Quotes 

a. “Teaching music is not my main purpose.  I want to make good citizens.  If children hear 
fine music from the day of their birth and learn to play it, they develop sensitivity, 
discipline, and endurance.  They gain a beautiful heart.” – Shinichi Suzuki, Nurtured By 
Love 

b. “Excellence is an art won by training and habituation.  We do not act rightly because we 
have virtue or excellence, but we rather have those because we have acted rightly.  We 
are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit.” – Aristotle 

c. “If we put children in an environment where music surrounds them, it becomes a part of 
their being; not just for learning of the materials, and internalizing the concept of tone, but 
for what happens to them inside through this music.”  Kay Collier Slone, They’re Rarely 
Too Young. … and Never Too Old To Twinkle 

V. The Suzuki Triangle 

 

VI. An excerpt from the Preface to Suzuki Book 3, by Dr. Suzuki 

I consider the following practices and conditions to be the basis of achievement in people who excel: 

1. To Study daily, without exception. 
2. To study with proper focus on key points, and not to practice wastefully. 
3. To strive daily to produce excellent tone. 
4. To attend to one’s posture with proper care. 
5. To practice according to a set daily schedule, and to gradually increase one’s practice time. 
6. To practice pieces already learned so as to continually improve one’s performance.  This is one 

effective method to cultivate ability. 
7. Not to rush ahead, but to dedicate oneself to attaining excellent tone. 
8. To be able to play any piece well, no matter how long ago one has learned it. 
9. To listen frequently to superior models. 

Next Week: Practice Habits, Part I 


