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The Six Twinkle Rhythms 
 

I. Introducing Rhythmic Variations 
a. There are five basic rhythms introduced in the beginning of Suzuki Book 1 that act as 

rhythmic foundation for all the other pieces in this book and beyond.  It is essential each 
student can instantly clap, sing, play, and identify each of these rhythms. 

b. The variations are introduced in the order that makes for sensible performance, but I 
teach them in ascending order of difficulty. 

c. To help us remember these rhythms, we assign words that align with the sounds and 
emphasis of each.  I particularly like food names for the rhythms, but each student can 
invent words that better align with their interests 

II. The Six Twinkle Variations: 
a. Variation A – Pep-per-o-ni  Piz-za 
b. Variation C – Straw-berry, rasp-berry 
c. Variation D – Ham-bur-ger, ham-bur-ger 
d. Variation B – Ba-gels (sniff) and, cream cheese (sniff) 
e. Variation E – wa-ter-me-lon, wa-ter-me-lon 
f. Variation F (Not in the book) – I want a man-go 

   
III. A few notes about the rhythms 

a. The first half of Variation A (Pepperoni Pizza) is repeated twice to create Variation E 
(Pepperoni, pepperoni) 

b. It is important in Variation C to place extra emphasis on the beginning of each word; 
strawberry, raspberry, by using more bow.  This is called an alternating bow pattern and 
will become very important later! 

c. Variation D (Hamburger, hamburger) sounds very ‘circular,’ with no accented notes-  
Variation C has clear emphasis. 

d. The sniff in Variation B is essential!  It lasts exactly as long as the notes and should be 
articulated in the same way. 

e. Variation E tends to rush.  Placing a slight emphasis on the first note of each Pepperoni will 
help the class play together! 

f. Variations D, B, and F all have an odd number of bow strokes.  This means the first of each 
set begins down-bow, and the second half of each set begins up-bow.  This can be 
confusing to young players! 

 


